
achievements and one is 

providing the largest 

source of external fund-

ing for Academic Affairs 

second only to Medicine 

for the University.  We 

all heartily welcome the 

incoming Rehabilitation 

and Mental Health 

Counseling students!ƶ 

 

Welcome to the start of a 

new and exciting year!  

The College of Behav-

ioral & Community Sci-

ences (BCS) will have its 

one-year anniversary on 

July 1, 2009 and so 

much has happened in 

such a short time.  At the 

University of South Flor-

ida, BCS has the most 

graduate programs (5) 

ranked nationally in the 

top 100 and the Depart-

ment of Rehabilitation 

and Mental Health 

Counseling (RMHC) is 

positioned at #39!  Con-

gratulations to all the 

RMHC faculty for tre-

mendous work.  The De-

partment also moved to 

new space in the Louis 

de la Parte Florida Men-

tal Health Center and its 

co-located colleague de-

partments and school 

welcome them.  Finally, 

BCS has many other 

College of Behavioral and Community Sciences  

Celebrates Its First Anniversary 

-Dean, Junius Gonzalez, M.D., M.B.A. 
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òYour vision will 

become clear 

only when you 

can look into 

your own heart. 

Who looks out-

side dreams; 

who looks in-

side, awakes.ó  

-Carl Jung 

D E P A R T M E N T  O F   

R E H A B I L I T A T I O N  A N D  

M E N T A L  H E A L T H  

C O U N S E L I N G 



Greetings, 

 

 Spring 2009 was very exciting, rewarding and enjoyable!  The Department has 

been recognized again as one of the top (39th) programs in the U.S. News and World 

Report 2010 Americaôs Best Graduate Schools for the second year in a row.  Congratu-

lations to everyone who contributed to this great achievement!  The Department wel-

comed Dr. Ryan Henry who joined us as a Visiting Assistant Professor and the Director 

of the Marriage and Family Therapy Certificate Program (See page 6).  Dr. Henry is a 

very talented and engaging person and we look forward to working with him in the 

coming years.  Please join us in welcoming him to the Department! 

 Following our transition to the College of Behavioral and Community Sciences 

(BCS), the Department officially moved into the Louis de la Parte Florida Mental 

Health Institute Center in May 2009.  Thanks to Becky Karas and Denise Montgomery, along with Patty Cleve-

land and Marlyn Moore in the BCS Deanôs Office, the move went smoothly.  Dean Junius Gonzales and his ad-

ministration provided outstanding support throughout the process.  Faculty and staff have very spacious offices, 

reception areas and the classrooms are large with new tables and chairs for greater comfort and enjoyment.  Also, 

we have a spacious conference room and a new ñPillow Roomò.  During fall semester 2009, weôll have an open 

house and invite everyone to celebrate the move with us.  In the meantime, please drop in and visit us in MHC 

1600.  Weôd love to show you around! 

 The S.O.S. Club held its annual banquet in April to celebrate graduation.  (Please see pictures on pages 3, 

4, 8, & 10.)  The S.O.S. Club recognized Dr. Michael Richard for his service as Advisor.  I want to thank Amanda 

Garcia, Kristina Echevarria, Jhanille Brooks, Roxie Deak, Sarah Alltop, and Alicia Divico for coordinating this 

wonderful event!  Keep up the great work! 

 Spring Commencement was one of the most exciting events of the year!  The first cohort graduated from 

USF Sarasota-Manatee and Dr. Michael Richard was recognized as Outstanding Professor on the Sarasota-

Manatee Campus!  Yea!  Mr. and Mrs. John Carini and Mr. Russell Murray accepted the masterôs degree in mem-

oriam for Gina Carini-Murray who passed away on February 4, 2008.  (Please see pictures on pages 8 & 10.)  

Congratulations to everyone! 

 Admissions continued to rise as the Department accepted 40 new students for fall 2009, bringing our total 

part-time and full-time enrollment to 200 students.  The new class has exceptional academic qualifications, experi-

ences and profiles.  Weôre proud they chose to join us and we extend a hearty welcome to each of them.  (See 

page 8 for the list of new students.) 

 I want to extend a sincere thanks to our faculty for their outstanding teaching, research and service in 

2008-09.  Each member of the faculty took on extra assignments and teaching in order to accommodate increasing 

demands for more and larger classes and committee assignments.  While the unexpected requests ñto do more 

with lessò were not always desirable or popular, the faculty made many sacrifices for the good of the program. To 

each of them, I want to offer my sincere appreciation.  Also, I want to thank Becky and Denise for their tireless 

efforts to help ease the transition during the spring and accommodate a very heavy and sometimes ñthanklessò 

workload!  Thanks Becky and Denise!  We appreciate all that you do! 

 And last but not least, I cannot close without a word about the University budget.  Budget reductions are 

expected in 2009-10 as a result of the declining revenue in the state and the recession across the country and 

world.  The size of the budget reduction is not known at this time but weôve been advised to be prepared for a re-

duction that could have major consequences.  Stay tuned! 

 In closing, have a safe and enjoyable summer and I look forward to seeing all of you in the fall. 

 
Sincerely, 

 

Tennyson J. Wright, Ph.D., CRC 

Associate Professor & Chair 

Chairõs Update: An Exciting 2009 Spring to Remember 
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"It's not what you 

look at that 

matters, it's what 

you see.ó 

Henry David 

Thoreau"   

Department Announcements 
The Department of Rehabilitation and Mental Health Counseling is 

pleased to introduce Dr. Ryan Henry who has joined the faculty as a visiting 

assistant professor and director of the Marriage and Family Therapy Certificate 

Program in the Spring of 2009. Ryan Henry graduated from the University of 

South Florida with a bachelorôs degree in Gerontology. Following graduation 

he worked for the Alzheimerôs Association Tampa Bay Chapter before begin-

ning his graduate work. He completed his masters and PhD in Marriage and 

Family Therapy from Brigham Young University.  Since graduation he has 

worked in both agency settings and private practice conducting marriage and 

family therapy services over the last 6 years. He has been married for the last 

10 years and has three little boys.ƶ 

T H E  C O U N S E L I N G  C L I P B O A R D  

The SOS (Serving Others Selflessly) Club, held it annual banquet on April 25, 2009 to honor 25 

classmates who are graduating in spring and summer 2009.  SOS is an organization of graduate stu-

dents in the Department and sponsors several community events throughout the year in the Tampa 

Bay Community.  ƶ 

We are pleased to announce the graduation of the first student cohort on the USF Sarasota/

Manatee Campus.  The cohort began studies in fall 2006 and includes 14 graduates. The cohort, 

their advisor, Dr. Michael Richard, and the Department would like to recognize Ms. Gina Marie 

Carini-Murray, who died unexpectedly in 2008 before she graduated. The family of Ms. Carini 

received  a Master of Arts in Memoriam at Commencement on May 3, 2009.  ƶ 

V O L U M E  E I G H T   


